lesions are impossible to define. Figure 172 (a chest X-ray) is a very poor example of syphilitic aortitis. Gonorrhoea is illustrated by a single plate showing gonococci in a smear; there are no pictures of any clinical manifestations of this disease nor are there any of chancroid or lymphogranuloma venereum. The short text has some serious omissions and inaccuracies: for instance the use of culture techniques in the diagnosis of gonorrhoea in the female is not even mentioned; descriptions of non-gonococcal genital infection and Reiter's disease are completely omitted. It would really be much better in any future editions to confine this section to the skin manifestations of syphilis.
Having made these remarks on that section of the book which this reviewer is best fitted to criticize, it should be added that no doubt this volume will be widely used in reference libraries: its cost appears to preclude its purchase by students or general practitioners. This book is an account of a symposium held in London in March 1963 under the aegis of the Ciba Foundation. The first part consists of formal papers and the discussion which followed them, while the second part is a largely unscripted discussion by about thirty invited participants. Many aspects of the subject are considered, including the effects of drugs on different aspects of animal behaviour and the importance of such factors as the nutritional state of the animal and its genetic background which may modify drug action. The book will clearly be of most value to research workers but there is a good deal of interest to the clinician, in particular the discussion on how far results can be extrapolated from animals to man. London: Cassell 1964 To follow the great Victor Bonney is a great honour and equally a challenge. MacLeod and Howkins have successfully met this challenge and have brought Bonney's classic up to date. The 'atmosphere' of the book is maintained partly by retaining much of Bonney's famous black and white drawings (some replaced skilfully by Mrs Lesley MacLeod) but also by the authors' lucid English style. Although the book aims primarily at teaching surgical technique the authors are fortunately drawn into arguments under the heading 'Conditions and indications for operation', and again in frank criticism of the value of several operations.
Your reviewer especially enjoyed the excellent chapter on extended pelvic surgery for cervical cancer which was balanced by a chapter on radiotherapya boon to the registrar aiming for promotion and higher degrees.
The authors have a reasonable aversion to writing about an operation they do not carry out themselves, such as subtotal hysterectomy; I thought they might also have put Gilliam's operation in the waste paper basket, especially the line about the painful prolapsed ovary and the bulky post-abortal uterus, both alleged to be cured by putting a tuck in the round ligaments. Caesarean section might also, I think, be left to obstetric textbooks, although the drawings are splendid. (Did V B really put volsella on the lower segment?)
On the other hand, I was looking forward to an explanatory and critical note on the marsupialization of Bartholin's cyst which many of my younger colleagues favour in preference to excisionnot always practicable and sometimes followed by a hematoma.
Culdoscopy which is now being used more frequently in the United Kingdom must also surely be given more than a few lines in the next edition.
In the Aldridge sling type of operation for stress incontinednce of urine the senior author recommends instead of fascia, polyvinyl alcohol sponge: with only 1 failure in 20 operations we shall await with interest the detailed publication of this achievement, especially after prolonged follow-up. The repair of cystocele was mentioned as part of the sling operation; surely this is the old German Schutzverband techniqueusing slings when the repair of cystocele appeared impossible or inadequate? The impression given, which I am sure was unintentional, is that patients with cystocele and stress incontinence should be treated by a sling operation.
Throughout the book and especially in the final chapters the authors' extensive experience in gynwcological surgery shines through the text. That is not to say that there is no controversy in the book; it would be dull reading if that were so. For example, in deep femoral thrombosis some would criticize their treatment with one dose of 12,500 units of heparin with phenindione to
